
 

 

 
6 November 2020 
 
Dear parents / carers 
 
I hope that you and your family are safe and well.  As is a common theme in our weekly updates 
at present, the continued and ever-changing picture relating to Covid-19 is at the forefront of our 
work. We have been very grateful for the messages of support and your help in keeping everyone 
as safe as possible. 
 
Like all schools and educational establishments, we are working with the relevant national and 
regional bodies on a daily basis to ensure that our provision is as effective and safe as possible. 
You will be aware that there are a range of measures that we have put in place to try to reduce 
the number of pupils that we are likely to have to send home to self-isolate in the event of a case 
of a pupil or staff testing positive for Covid-19. This includes the use of face masks and social 
distancing, as well as adaptations to school routines and movement.  
 
Of course, it is not easy and there are likely to be continued challenges in the weeks and months 
ahead. As the country now enters a second period of national lockdown, below are some key 
reminders and information to help keep the Sandwell Academy community safe. 
 

 A pupil is considered capable of transmitting Covid-19 during the period 48 hours before 

they display symptoms. Therefore, as soon as a pupil displays symptoms, the school has 

to assess which pupils and staff are likely to have come into close contact during the period 

of two days prior to the symptoms. 

 For this reason, pupils must not be in school if they display any Covid-19 symptoms. The 

longer they are in school, the increased likelihood of them transmitting the disease and, 

therefore, the number of pupils who will be considered ‘close contacts’ and have to self-

isolate will increase significantly. 

 We would like to remind everyone that if a pupil displays symptoms, including a loss or 

change of smell or taste, then they must remain at home until a negative test has been 

received. Since symptoms are usually mild in young people, please bear in mind that any 

symptoms at all should be very carefully considered and, if in doubt, a pupil should be kept 

at home. Advice can be obtained from NHS 111 and a test arranged if required. 

 In addition, if any member of the family or contacts have symptoms then pupils must be 

kept at home. Only if a negative test is received by the member of the family with symptoms 

can a pupil then return to school. 

 If your child has been informed that they are contact of a positive case, they must not come 

into school and should self-isolate for the required period. Please note that unless they 

develop symptoms a test is not required, and if symptoms do not occur a negative test will 

not enable them to return to school any earlier and they should remain in isolation.  

 Please do keep us informed of your child’s situation. Absences should be reported to the 

Academy in the usual way. It is vital that we are informed about any Covid-19 related issues 

so that we can maintain the records we have to submit to the government, and the School 

Nurse can also monitor the pupils. 



 

 

 If you receive more than one request for your child or family to isolate, you should generally 

consider the latest date as the end of isolation. If you are not sure, please contact the Head 

of Year before you child returns to school. 

We have been very proud of how well the students have adapted to the new ways of working.  
Their approach has again been evident this week, with some excellent work across all year 
groups.  We look forward to working with you all in what we hope will be another positive half-
term where we work together to meet the challenges ahead. 
 
Gogna School Wear & Sports Retail Stores 
We would like to inform you that both of the Gogna Schoolwear & Sports retail stores are closed following 
the current national lockdown and hope to reopen Wednesday 2 December 2020. During this time, Gogna 
will be taking online orders and emails. You can purchase all school uniform at 
www.gognaschoolwear.co.uk 
 
If you wish to make an enquiry please email accounts@gognaschoolwear.co.uk. 

 
Christmas Raffle 
 

 
 
The Parent Advisory Group (PAG), who are parents from across all years, looks to raise funds 
for the Academy every year to provide additional resources and opportunities for our students. 
This year, the Christmas Raffle will need to be run online via ParentPay. Tickets are £1 each 
with a maximum of 20 per student (account). 
 
The prizes are Amazon vouchers: 1st Prize £100, 2nd Prize £40 and 3rd Prize £20.  
 
If you would like to take part, please purchase your tickets on ParentPay, the closing date for 
purchases is Friday 4 December.  

http://www.gognaschoolwear.co.uk/
mailto:accounts@gognaschoolwear.co.uk


 

 

 
Finally this week, thank you to everyone who has submitted the parent questionnaire.  The results 
are being collated. The questionnaire is an integral part of our quality assurance process, and we 
value your feedback. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


